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Electron micrograph of a Holliday intermediate with some
single-stranded DNA in the branch point region.
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Transposition Mechanism and Regulation of the Maize Transposable
Element Activator (Ac)

The maize Activator (4o element was the first transposon to be
recognized in 1947 by Barbara McClintock| It is the prototype of a

class of transposons that move via DMNA intermediates by a “cut-and-
paste” mechanism and occur ubiguitously in all higher eukaryotes
from plants to humans.,
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